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SPEAKERS’ BIOS 
Thematic Workshop on GFMD’s Contribution to 

the Global Compact on Migration 
 

- Cluster 4 – 
Contributions of Migrants and Diasporas 

 
 

Amb. Israhyananda Dhalladoo 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Republic of 

Mauritius to the UN and other IOs in Geneva  
 

H. E. Mr. Israhyananda Dhalladoo is the Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative of the Republic of Mauritius to the United Nations 
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva including the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO). Ambassador Dhalladoo is a long 

serving career diplomat who has rose among the ranks with brilliance. He has served in key 
positions in New York, Washington and Berlin. 

He has participated in numerous international and regional conferences, seminars and 
workshops where he has acted as panelist on trade and development issues. 

 
 

Ms. Kathleen Newland 
Senior Fellow and Co-Founder 
Migration Policy Institute 
  
Kathleen Newland is a Senior Fellow and Co-Founder of the 
Migration Policy Institute. Her focus is on the relationship between 
migration and development, the governance of international 
migration, and refugee protection. She is also the Founding Director 
of the International diaspora Engagement Alliance (IdEA) during its incubation phase at MPI 
from 2011-13; IdEA was established as a partnership among MPI, the State Department, and 
U.S. Agency for International Development. She is a Member of the MPI Board of Trustees. 
 
Previously, at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, she was a Senior Associate and 
then Co-Director of the International Migration Policy Program (1994-01). She sits on the 
Board of Overseers of the International Rescue Committee and the boards of directors of USA 
for UNHCR, the Stimson Center, Kids in Need of Defense (KIND), and the Foundation for The 
Hague Process on Migrants and Refugees. She also is a Chair Emerita of the Women's 
Commission for Refugee Women and Children. 
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Prior to joining the Migration Program at the Carnegie Endowment in 1994, Ms. Newland 
worked as an independent consultant for such clients as the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), the World Bank, and the office of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. From 1988-92, Ms. Newland was on the faculty of the London School of Economics. 
During that time, she also co-founded (with Lord David Owen) and directed Humanitas, an 
educational trust dedicated to increasing awareness of international humanitarian issues. 
From 1982 to 1988, she worked at the United Nations University in Tokyo as Special Assistant 
to the Rector. She began her career as a researcher at Worldwatch Institute in 1974. 
 

 

Mr. Chukwu-Emeka Chikezie 
Director, Up!-Africa Limited 
 

Chukwu-Emeka Chikezie is the Director of Up!-Africa Limited, a 
consultancy with the purpose of using jobs to drive Africa’s development 
through private sector development, talent mobility, diaspora 
entrepreneurship, corporate strategy, and public policy. Clients include 
governments, development finance institutions, and companies. 
 
In 1994 he cofounded the London-based nonprofit, the African Foundation for Development 
(AFFORD) and led the organization as Executive Director between 1998 and 2008, delivering 
major programs that mobilized and harnessed African diaspora resources for African 
development. He cofounded AFFORD Sierra Leone in 2008. 
 
Chukwu-Emeka has served as a Senior Advisor to the governments of Mauritius (2012) and 
Mexico (2010) in their capacities as Chairs-in-Office of the Global Forum on Migration and 
Development (GFMD). During GFMD 2012, he advised on the Chair’s flagship program 
combining public policy and public-private partnerships aimed at strengthening intra-African 
cooperation around talent mobility to enhance Africa's investment attractiveness, 
competitiveness, and productivity to accelerate jobs growth in Africa. 


